Discovering Our Unique Environmental Legacy

Early 20t Century image of the outlet of the Manitowish River on Island Lake



Early environmentalist were often sportsmen concerned
about conservation, unethical harvest and wildlife habitat

1887 Theodore Roosevelt founded the Boone and Crockett

Senator Lacey from lowa passed 4 Federal Club one of the earliest examples of environmental activism

laws protecting resources 1894-1907



As president, Roosevelt differed from John Muir on some
environmental goals, while Federal Forester Gifford Pinchot
embraced multi-use forestry on public lands.




E. M. Griffith attended Yale University focusing on science,
mathematics and engineering, moved to Germany to pursue
forestry coursework his senior year. In 1898, Pinchot hired
Griffith as a forester in the Division of Forestry under the Dept.

of Agriculture.




Logging restructures the northwoods environment: first river
drive logging removed white pine from Wisconsin forests



Remaining trees were harvested and hauled by railroads to
numerous area mills



Red pine logs being hoisted from Little Star Lake on to railroad
cars likely headed to the Flambeau Lumber Co. in LDF



Rail transport slowly evolved from intense logging to tourism



Logging cutover led to repeated of fires, from 1904-1930 an
average of 2000+ fires burned 500,000 acres in Wisconsin
annually. What interest group would applaud this environmental

outcome?



1. In the early 1900’s, resorts owners stocked fish by
railroad to bolster precious natural resources



The emerging resort industry depended on sustainable
natural resources



Historic images of abundant natural resources enticed
sportsmen and sportswomen to our area



The Commission of Fisheries of Wisconsin had specialized railroad
cars for moving fish fry called, “The Badger”, below is Badger # 2




The Badger was upgrade several times and serviced lakes,
rivers and streams throughout Wisconsin



Manitowish Waters residents worked cooperatively with
the Commission of Fisheries stocking lakes and streams



Wagons needed to meet the train in Manitowish to
acquire fish fry to plant in area lakes



Walleye were planted in large numbers to sustain
quality fishing



Trout were stocked in many streams including Papoose Creek



Pan fish like crappie we stocked in by rail to improve tourism



Big Lake was
considered to
be part of the
Manitowish
Waters chain in
at the turn of
the 20th
century

LAKE TROUT FRY PLANTED, 1%06.

e ———
No. of
Where Planted. Fish.
I
In Rusk Lake, Vilas county......cccevnuecnnnnnnnscnnsansss cesseenss 300, 000
In Bilver Lake, Washburn county......... Messnessassens 30,000
In Splder Lake, Douglas cOuDtY...civuevarsrsanssnsssnsansasans 45,000
In Lake Superior, off Gull Island..........cvvirerennrvecesscnnnanas 2,662,000
In Lake Superior, off Presque Isle..........ccoiiiuiiicnnncsnsnnnnnas 8,064,000
In Lake Superlor, off South Point, Raspberry Bay................:| 936,000
In Lake Superior, off Manpitou Island.........ccvoiiiinnnrnnnanes «es| * 900,000
In Lake Superlor, off Raspberry Island................c....un. ceses| 984,000
In Lake Superior, off Boss Island............cciivnninnnnnnnas ceees| 884,000
In Lake Superior, Plke's Bay¥.....cuoueeueuvrnnnnsnsrsssssssnss cesaiaas 50,000
In Lake Nine, Forest Ccounty........seceecueoassss fereesans Cherasens 80,000
In Cable Lake, Washburn COUNTY...uurrnnronnonsssonosensnnns Creeene 75,000
In Tozer Lake, Washburn CouDty......uoieveeassssssssssassssssanss 75,000
In Heilman Lake, Washburn county........... ertesssranananasarenns 75,000
In Pike Lake. Bayfleld Ccoumty.....ccieiiiiinnannnnassnsnsnnsnans I 112,500
In Round Lake, SAWYFer CoOUNtY.....cuocvvavanansnsusasssnnnas ciseene 112,000
Big Sand Lake., VIIas county....viiiiiiiiirnnersrrorsorassrassanssns 394 , 000
Viola Lake, WABhDUFN COUNIF. ... uensnnesonansnnosssssnsssssssnnnn 112,500
Holy Lake, Bayfleld CouBty....vunrvrennnsonsnnsnsnssnsnnsnnsnnss aes 112,500
Price Lake, Bavfleld CoOUNtY.....vurrenrnrnnonsnrnssrsncnsnasnanss vene 112,500
Pellcan Lake, Oenida County.......oceuirernnneennrnnesssesnnanns ...| 450,000
Tomnhawk Lake, Onelda county........oiiiiiericrirrnsnisnnaannns ‘e 450 , 000
Trout Lake, VIIAS COUNEF.....ooviiurrnenrrncnnensnrensnns 195,000
Little Green Lake, Green Lake COUNty.....oveiieinnneernnaennnnsana 67,500
Pine Lake, WalUDACA COUMY . ..uueeeeneennnssnssssvonncnssssssrsnnnns a7,500
Cotter, Lake, VIIA8 COUNtF.....viuuirrurereenearesssnssnnsssnsarassnns 80,000
|:>Blg Lake, ViIa8 CoOUDtS.....oii it iiiiaanrarrnrniasarerrnnessnnnns 90,000
In Green Bay, out from Sturgeon Bay.......vvvvvvverirrrrnrnnsnns 450,000
In Lake Michigan, from Sturgeon Ba¥.......covvevennnnrronrnnannens 17, 500
In Lake Michignn, from Port Washington..........coeirernererenns [ 1,080, GOO
In Lake Mlichigan, from Sheboygan.......coooriiiiiiirirnnrrrennnens | 1.080,000
In Lake Mlchigan, from Rachne. ..o iieiiiinreeinrinnsosssnnnnns 430, 000
Total lake trout fry planted, 1908, .......0leesrueennnnnn .....|16,057,500
|

— — e - e —




2. Evolution of state forests and public lands
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MATURE PINE ON TROUT LAKE.



In 1904, E. M. Griffith becomes Wisconsin’s first state forester

THE FOREST RESERVES, by the Act of 1905.
were expanded to include all federal grant lands north
of Township 33. which line coincides with the
northern boundaries of Oconto and Taylor counties.

Griffith’s personality, vision, capabilities and collaborative
nature led to an impressive network of supporters
including: Charles Van Hise President of the UW, Governor

Lafollette, Lumber Baron Fredrick Weyerhaeuser, and
many others.




The forest reserve was created to protect the
headwaters of Wisconsin and sustain forest resources

UrGENT NECESSITY For COMPLETING FOREST RESERVE.

The state forest reserves now comprise over 400,000 acres of
land most of which is on the headwaters of the Wisconsin and
Chippewa rivers, but in many cases the state lands are so badly
scattered that it will be necessary to acquire about 1,000,000
acres more in order to block up and consolidate the reserves,
which must be done in order to make forestry management, and
especially fire protection, feasible. A forest reserve of 1,500,000
acres will include practically all of the nonagricultural lands
in Forest, Oneida, Vilas, Iron and Price counties; protect the
headwaters of our most important rivers; insure a large part of



In 1911, E. M.
Griffith created an
model for forestry
showcasing the
promise of the land
surrounding our
communities.
Manitowish Waters
was one of the 4
spokes of Griffith’s
plan.
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Initial Wisconsin Forest Reserve Goals

Acres
Vilas ............. f ettt ecte ittt et s teanenaeeanaaasetennnn 506,000
0 ) 4 1= ' - T 345,000
0 - 1 253,000
1 1. 115,000
30 1 (] 70,000

¢ 07 R 1,289,000
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Table 4. LANDS PURCHASED AND SOLD, 1911-12,
:
Acreage Acreage Acreage Acreage
| Jan. 1, 1911, sold. acquired. Jan. 1, 1913.
|
ARSI, .ttt do ] 85,401,20 3o LN | PR S S, 4.166.20
LIrg g ¢ K AR 3.161.21 L. 0L AT | aasn usnnven s 1.559.74
IR e R 19073 06 o Y e et b 6. 207 83
ENVRTABE, o iiome b i 0.475.068 1.308.78 S0.00 N.186.88
) Fe) oL e T T D 2 J- 17 Y 1 ol AR I 80.00 3,639.16
100 g L NS —— | AT B o uiciavicin 1.919.29 37.346.63
IO i sie s siiendas e ssos 29 910,08 479 61 024.00 50,354 .45
LANGIROR . oovmewss snensnin ' 2.293.40 SBDCHE | osvan rermeseess 1.418.42
LARCOIN cosisammunnie et 2,477 .86 VB bisssisasciCuiis 1,9557.20
Marinette. ........... A | TN | Voscsisiniarvnss o S T e v e G 4.494 .21
551716 b R NS R o LN e l 53. 310.63 374.80 20,418,581 73.354 64
POLK ... o0 e e, el 1.960.74 BI8: 10 Vo ewesans e 1.842.57
R R SO At 27.474.45 0.152.58 | 320,00 18,641.87
DR AR e R 2,804 47 RGO & e s i s atiain 2,454 .47
IS LY N S 13,519, 14 1,707 .88 171.95 11,983.21
NERS s sivvanon i aes eaaiaesa | RGN imsvivie seaadie 71.602.08 131.558.13
WV ASHDBYN G v iis Sertinais | S, 088,30 T R e I L R e e e 3.848. 52
POLRTL o baiaieosin 283, 383 .84 36,195 .54 U5.016.13 342,704 .43




Table 1.
NAMES OF PERSONS FROM WHOM LAXD was PURCHASED IN 1911 aAxp 1912,

No. Price

- of acres. per acre. I’rice
Matt Plunkett ......... ... . i ittty S0 $2.50
Buswell Lumber & Manufﬂcturing Company .. 600 2.0

1tRoss Lumber Company .........ccivieevnas. 10 . $00.
Alexander Stewart Lumber Company ..... 640 3.00
» Yawkey-Bissell Lumber Company ............ S.550.04 2,00
Land, Log and Lumber Company ............. 15,803.95 3.7
Robert Stamp ......ottinerrnnerrnrrrnasnenas 400 2.50
G. F. Sanborn ......c.viieinernresrnrrnrannnss 102.30 3.00
B. F. Wilson ......cciiiiiiiirinerrnnssnsnnasns 2,194.30 6.50
Yawkey Lumber Company ........eeiieninnans 2,317.7 3.70
Turtle Lake Lumber Company ..........cvuoe.. &0 3,00
Turtle Lake Lumber Company ........ceueveue. 254 3.00
A. E. Doolittle ... ..ttt itiriinernnnns .29 3.50
C. H. & W. L. Houlton ........0iivenneneas 440.72 4.00
Blue Grass Land Company ................. 3,678.00 2.00
Blue Grass Land Company ............cv.nu.. 30,70 3.00
Blue Grass Land Company ........oveneeenenn 402.92 3.50

EN. A, Colman ........r i enrnnrennnnneas Island . $1,000.



Vilas County dominated
early state forest reserve:
1) purchases and 2) back
taxes acquisitions

CATHEDRAL POINT, TROUT LAKE, VILAS COQUNTY.

A PORTION OF TUE FORLST RESERVL.
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In 1911 State Forest Reserves HQ on Trout Lake and 4 Ranger
Cabins were completed advancing Griffith’s forestry plans

HEADQUARTERS CAMP, STATE BOARD OF FORESTRY.

Headquarters of IField Instruction for IForest Ranger Students.

[ittle Carr 1aKke. ... ...t it ineeseseesssssssansoscananans in

T. 38, R. T E
Rest lake .......... C e et easaeesaaetat s a e in T 42, R. 5 E
Boulder Dam lake........... C e seae e cee e e e inT. 42, R. 6 E
Plum lake ........... e e e s .....inT. 41, R. 8 E



Forest rangers had to past a test to qualify for a rigorous
2 year course of study

EDUCATIONAL.

FoREST RANGER SCHOOL.

The Regents of the University have established a department
of Forestry in the College of Agriculture for the purpose of or-
ganizing courses of study for the training of Forest Rangers,
and also to give instruction to both long and short course
students in agriculture, in the care of woodlands, especially
the management of farm woodlots.



Courses of Study.

First Year.

Dendrology and Silviculture  Woodcraft.
Soils Meteorology.
Land Surveying and Mapping Fish and Game.
Introduction to Forestry - First Aid to Injured.
Physics Mechanical Drawing.

Second Year.
Forest Measurements (Cruising) Silviculture.
Utilization (Lumbering) . Forest protection.
Tree diseases Forest Law.

Forest Entomology Forest Administration Poliey.



Fire prevention,
detection and
fighting were
mission critical for
the early rangers

The results of o mevere forest fire in Vilas County. Wisconsin Beptembor, 1908.

winter. A few patrolmen were kept on to string
telephone wire. After some survey jobs. my assign-
ment was to draft a map of the forest reserve, using the
data compiled by the rangers. The four lookout tower
sites on Muskellunge Hill. Boulder Dam Ridge and
those near Rest Lake Dam and Lake Tomahawk had
been located, for one of the main purposes of this map

was to serve in locating fires by intersecting bearings
& from two towers. The single-line ground-circuit

telephone system connected the ranger stations and

" lookout towers that were erected in the summer of

1912 to the switchboard at headquarters. The modi-
fied windmill towers had a platform and railing. and a
canvas roof was added later. The map table was
protected by a metal cover, but it was still necessary to
climb down from the tower to the telephone instru-
ment in order to report a fire.



Fire breaks (left) were constructed
to stop devastating fires (right)

Spruce and balsam forest killed by fire,. Humus burned to a depth of
one foot.



Northern Wisconsin locals embraced both fire protection and
new forestry practices benefiting hunting traditions



Rest Lake Ranger site, cabin and tower featured in the Report
of the State Forester of Wisconsin 1911-12
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RANGER CABIN WITH LOOKOUT TOWER.

By trinngulation methods, the location of a fire may be quickly and ac-
curately determmined for any polnt within the forest reserves,




Rest Lake Ranger Station and tower 1912 operated by
Ranger Herman Krueger



Ranger Fred Wilson meets Rest
Lake Ranger Herman W. Krueger

westward cross country following stretches of old
logging roads when they went my way and came out
at the narrows between Spider and Manitowish Lakes,
where the Highway 51 bridge is now located. A call
brought a boat from what was then Buckis Resort.
After a night in the guide shack. one of the guides
rowed me to the north end of Spider Lake the next
morning, and walking around Clear Lake I contacted
Ranger Krueger. His crew was building a road around
the north end of Rest Lake to connect with the old
road to Manitowish.

A smoke was beginning to show in the west, so I
walked down the Chicago and Northwestern track to
the Powell siding and westward. and slept that night in
a tent of a settler who had buult his cabin where Bear
Creek joins the Manitowish to form the North Fork of
the Flambeau. After a breakfast at the small sawmuill
operation called Emerson. I found two small fires near
Springstead Lake, which were extinguished with
volunteer help. I stayed at a summer resort where the

STATE BOARD OF FORESTRY. 1911-12
) Com-
Name, I'osltion. penEa-
tlon.
fal —— = e xS = eio=TEE e o 1t
Uneloasified,
LI %N IMme .. s e e Chalrman of board........ Fxpenses
§ S (Rl LT T | e R e T e o Member of board. ... ... ... Expenses
B L I s vvni v oo e e L Member of hoard. ... ... ... Expenses
Gearpe Boyor .o civinssnsisssss Member of board. . ... ..., | Expenses
|
Excmpt. |
- | Per mao.
oo M. RPN L R e e Htate forester .. .......... | $EO00 D0
Winnifred Baldwio .................. Htenograpler ..., ..., GBIk, )
Comwtitive,
. B Mondy .o s s s e Ana’t state forester........ 164G, GA
Hlldrnd. Castle ... ... . ciiiiivanneans Chief clerk .......c000.0. 125.00
Anns Y, crane.......... .00 et Stenographer ... .. ... ..., To. 0
Ellls M. Weaver. . ......cvuvmunnnnn. IForest ranger (with pony) .. 115,04
Beo "M Balley . ol s e .+ | Forest ranger (with pony).. 90 .00
Albert E. Doolittle. . .........0nn.. .. Forest ranger (with pony). .| iy, i
Peter C. Chriatensen. . .............. Forest ranger (with pony). .| B, ()
. B. Covk......cvvnrnnnnisinnnnnn Forest ranger ............ | 5.0
Henry Freund ... .o0ocii 0 Vi Forest ranger (with pony)..| 90 00
Herman W. Krueger. ................ Forest ranger ............ | TH.00
J. H. Krumm. .. .. ... v e Forest ranger ............ | Ta.0n
Frank J. LomE. v vvvvennvnossnoness. Forest ranger (with pony) . .| U 0N
dJohn J. McIwnald. .................. Forest rapger ............ | T5.00
l"hillll:nﬁ. MeDwonald. . ... ovivn o v, Forest ranger ............ | 73,00
Pred "G Wlson . e e . Furest ranger ............ [ T i)
WD BB, i s s R B O e e e N T | H0 .00
Peter Jacobs ... ... i ciivsmnnnan. Crulser (head) ... ... ..., ! th, D0
T BN o o e s el r e | 500
H. A. Johnsom......... e Crulser ... ... i, [ 5,00
e B B oo i e e Erllner o i s | LR
Neal Il;rrlng'run .................... Forestry a=sistant, temp....| 500 1M
Wakelln McNeel ........c0viunnnnn.. Asulstant, temp., and board! 400, tH)
V. L Bpomsder..ovvvneiniininannens Ase't, tewmp, and expenses. .. 1M, (H)

91 laborers —occaslonal at §$1.15 to $4.

Lahor,

|
I
|
[
M}y per day. . ..o innvnnnn. |
|



Rest Lake fire towers featured by the State
Conservation Commission of Wisconsin.



Ranger’s view from the fire tower.



Fire towers were part of a
multifaceted effort to prevent
forest fires

One Tree Will Make a Million Matches:
One Match Will Destroy a Million Trees

WISCONSIN CONSERVATION COMMISSION
United dlates Vorest Sorsive

I ‘*ﬁ‘ﬁ'ﬂ AT L TR W

WANTED

Campers who prevent
forest fires. i

FOREST FIRE PREVENTION PLACARDS DISTRIBUTED BY THE
CONSERVATION COMMISSION,



Boulder Junction Ranger Station



5

Rest Lake Ranger Station
venefited from tree
olanting in 1918

PLANTING CREW AT WORK. TROUT LAKE



Special forest
reserves land leases
were part of the
Rest Lake Ranger
Station opening
northwoods land
use to more families

SURVEYING LARE LOTS.

In order that the lake shores within the forest reserves should
be platted to the best possible advantage for leasing as camp
and cottage sites, it has been necessary to survey them, and one
of the forest rangers has devoted most of his time to this work.
All lots are of good size, usually with a lake frontage of from
300 to 500 feet, and containing from one acre up to five acres.
The lake frontage owned by the state has been surveyed and
platted on the following lakes: Tomahawk, Big Trout, Plum,
Star and Palmer, and work is progressing on Rest, Clear and

Carroll lakes. _ ﬁ _

LEASING CAMP AND COTTAGE SITES.

There are nearly 1200 lakes within the state forest reserve
area and the fact that this wonderful lake region is being built
up as a great forest reserve means not only that the beauty and
attractiveness of these lakes will always be preserved, but also



Land leases continued until the 1960's-80’s before they
were reclaimed by the DNR

A PRIVATE CAMP WITHIN THE TOREST RESERVE AREA.



1914-1915 political battles ends the Dept. of Forestry

STATE FORESTRY
LAND PURCHASES
HELD INVALID BY
SUPREME COURT

10N NOT
consnmm 18 PECISION
AMEND  BY JUSTICE
MARSHALL AGATNST
THE STATE.

e —

) OF TRUST
DIVERSION OF FEECE 1o

UNDS 1S UN
O ACCOUNTING PROPOSED

S
——

- W Grifiith,

State Forester, Sa.!'_

IRESTAY LA
INGONSTITUTIONA
SIS HIgH ¢OUR

May Upset Other

Important Laws

JUDGE SAMUEL HASTINGS NAMED

REFEREE TO MAKE
ACCOUNTING.

POSSIBILITIES,

The epinion expressed in sonte
quarters as a sequence of the su-
preme court decision in the for.'
estry matter is quite as startling,
if taken to be well-founded, as the

pPronouncement of the court on
that particutar subject,

Lawxcrs are inclined to the be-
Ilef that perhaps the state-aid

highway system and the bases on
Which rest resnantivalu #ta ~i.s-

CE WINSLO

ENT

Milwaukee Free Press, Feb. 26, 1915

Tess of the work to be retarded, ig the
reason I gave notice of my resighation
as state forester," eaid E, T, Griffith,
Madison, wha epoke befors members of
the Wisconsin Natural History sncleir
last night in the public museum,

23 < R - R R (U,

Grifith, “Tt is gne of the greatest in
the country. But continua) Interference

nn tha wnews -2

GRIFFITH DRIVEN 0UT
OF OFFICE BY POLITICS

STATE FORESTER SAYS WORK 01
DEPARTMENT 1s
RETARDED.

ATSERTS 260,000 ACRES
OF TREES ARE CONSERVED

_
Tells Natural History Soclety, . ere,
of Deal in Which Wisconsin
Was Swindledq Out of
Timber Land,

“Too much polities, cauelng the prog-

“State Was Swindled,”
“Our state 18 rich in forests,” gaid Mr. /




Wisconsin’s forestry conflict mirrored national policy battles



Starting in 1924 Wisconsin forestry programs shifted back to
Griffith’s model & also collaborated with the Federal Government

e 1924 the State Constitution was amended to allow state funds to promote
purchase of forest lands up to 500,000 acres & created the Northern
Highland State Forest.

e 1925 Wisconsin passed the Enabling Act which authorized the federal
government to purchase land under the Federal Weeks Law of 1911.

* The National Forest Reservation Commission would need approval of
county boards to ultimately purchase land creating the Nicolet and
Chegquamegon National Forest.

* Ranger Fred Wilson returned to Wisconsin as a crusading forester, later
drafting the 1929 Legislative Committee Report on Forestry & Public Lands
that outlined how the 1927 Forest Crop Law and county zoning could allow
counties to create their own forests.



Fred Wilson was a ranger under Griffith and ultimately
published a history of Griffith’s accomplishments in 1982



By 1929, counties and the Federal government began adding to
public lands, ultimately creating 4.76 million acres of new reserves

Wisconsin enjoys 2.4 million acres of
Federal forests.



The Wisconsin
oublic land
ouzzle. Note
now the pieces
fit, creating
over 5 million
acres of public
lands in
Northern
Wisconsin
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Just before noon on November 16, 1933 1n the
courthouse at Eagle River, Vilas County had also
adopted 1its zoning ordinance, and the chairman
announced that unless some member had new busi-

1933 gu ote from Vilas ness, a motion to adjourn was in order. Whereupon

ﬁ Ole Rimson rose to his full height, and in the soft
CO U nty courthouse voice often characteristic of huge men, spoke:

that affirms the

Mr. Chairman: One fact remains to be

m pa Ct Of G ri':':it h’S noted. We have just adopted a land use
. ordmance; we have our county forest, the first
| ed d ers h | p ) state forest has developed, and the plantation

SC h O | ars h | p an d Vi S | on at Star LLake has become an attraction; we

have industry forests owned by paper
companies, and our recreation resources draw
thousands, not only in summer. We have
done everything Mr. Griffith advocated: He
should have had our support.
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3.1914-1916 court battles regarding Rest Lake Dam
operations



1902 article illustrating the
impact of radical water
level changes on fishing



In 1914, MW residents became environmental activists
itigating the Chippewa & Flambeau Improvement Co.



Hearings were held throughout our community



Grassroots efforts led to a favorable decision for
Manitowish Waters’ residents






After MW residents also won the appeal by Chippewa &
Flambeau Improvement Co., the Rest Lake Dam dispute
was settled by the Supreme Court of Wisconsin



The ownership of the dam was clarified



Early dam operations were quantified



Environmental damage from dam operations proved to
be substantial
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The community of Manitowish Waters prevailed with an
operating order similar to today’s practices



4. Depression era, Rest Lake Fish Hatchery, Fishway and
fish management



Manitowish Waters participated in 2 years of rough fish removal



In 1930 an estimated 21 tons of suckers were removed
from Rest Lake



The Depression caused the state to shift fish hatchery operations

Note 1929 Fish Hatcheries in Northern Wisconsin



n 1932 Spider or Rest Lake Fish
Hatchery led the way for municipal
natcheries. By 1936, over a half

dozen new hatcheries followed the
MW model.




Operating below the Rest Lake Dam the MW fish hatchery
proved to be a solution in sustaining key resources



The fish hatchery became a powerful symbol of local
achievements and pride



Community members used fyke nets to safely capture
fish to harvest the fish eggs and milt to hatch fry



The spawning fish were safely released



Mercer Hatchery on the Turtle Flambeau Flowage
followed the example of Manitowish Waters



One of the greatest challenges for fishery management
were dams blocking fish migrations



Rest Lake Fishway becomes a state model



The Barr Fish
Lock was worked
as an elevator to
move fish from
Vance lake to
Rest lake. David
& Michael Dunn
suggest that Barr
was from South
Turtle Lake.



1937 air photos of
the Rest Lake Dam
clearly illustrate the
fishlock or fishway.
The red arrow
illustrates the
downstream fishway
entrance, while the
vellow arrow
indicates where fish
exited the fishway
into Rest Lake.



Community families gathered in their Sunday best to observe
the fish coming from Fyke nets in the elevator, proving the
“success” of the fishway.



1931 & 1932
fishway data was
reported by the
Conservation
Commission of
Wisconsin and
was declared a
successful model
for the entire
state



Modern sc
that the fis

nolars note
Nway was

later abandoned and
guestion the success of
the project. Data table

averages fr

om 1931-32

illustrate that over 50%
of the fish moved up
stream were suckers or

rough fish.



MW historians
Michael and David
Dunn contend the Barr
-ish Lock was a failure
and shut down.
Ultimately being
scrapped and moved
to the town dump.




5. During the Depression CCC Camps offered hope to families
and environmental revitalization

In the 1930’s and 40’s CCC

Camps were segregated.

Manitowish Waters proximity

to both an Indian Division CCC

Camp in Lac Du Flambeau and

a white CCC Camp along the

Manitowish River illustrates the

regional diversity of

environmental stewardship. 3



The Manitowish River CCC or Camp Mercer gave young men
from ages 18-24 room, board, education and important work






Co. 660", one of the early CCC Camps enjoyed a remote and
beautiful setting to construct a sprawling campus



Manitowish Water’s residents supported and
frequented U.S. CCC Co.660



CCC Camps tended to be located in remote areas near a
railroad depot in rural America



A distant dynamite shack is the only remaining
structure from Co. 660



Building Depression era fire
towers were part of the CCC
accomplishments



Construction was an important duty of the Co. 660 CCC




Few understand that education was delivered at CCC
Camps both in the field and by coursework supported by
libraries
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In Wisconsin, 6 bands of Ojibwa and 1 band of Ho
Chunk participated in CCC-Indian Division projects
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Lac Du Flambeau CCC-Indian Division(CCC-ID) Camp operated
differently than traditional CCC Camps, expanding the age
range of participants and allowing tribal direction of projects



Tribal leadership and other agencies targeted projects that fit
community needs



The LDF CCC-ID Camp was featured in a government film
promoting program success. https://youtu.be/JbKIPSdjIh0



The Office of Indian Affairs selected
the LDF CCC-ID as an exemplar
operation, illustrating the strength
of the CCC-ID program



Importantly families benefited dramatically, and LDF
CCC-ID engagement and earnings were the highest



Fire tower construction and fire
prevention were one of the
many projects completed by

the LDF CC-ID



6. Wisconsin Youth Conservation Corps



Governor Gaylord Nelson created Wisconsin Youth Conservation
Corps in 1961 as part of his environmental leadership



Statehouse Lake Wisconsin Youth Conservation Camp was one
of original three state camps which opened in 1961.



As testament to the success of Wisconsin's YCC program, in the
1970s the federal government established its own youth
conservation program, modeled on Wisconsin's program. The
Youth Conservation Corps proved so successful that Congress
expanded it and made it a permanent national endeavor on
September 3, 1974.



“Robert Brismaster, Statehouse Lakes Camp Director for
many years, stressed that the original intent was to get work
done in an outdoor atmosphere.”



Youth ages 15-18 worked at least 32 hours per week and
enjoyed room, board and recreation at Statehouse Lake



The simple truth of the matter,” said DNR's last YCC Chief, Ray
Hendrikse, "is that without the assistance of the youth camps,
development, restoration and maintenance of state parks,
wildlife areas, forests, streams and lakes would be severely
reduced.



The legacy of YCC continues in Wisconsin and the nations

2018 Conservation Camps

* WI Land+Water Youth Conservation Camp will held June 18-22, 2018
for students entering grades 9-12 for the 2018/2019 school year. Camp
will be held at North Lakeland Discovery Center, 215 County Hwy. W,
Manitowish Waters, WI. For more information contact: Kim Warkentin

at kim@wisconsinlandwater.org, 608-441-2677. 5] Click here to view the



