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Bygone Winter Activities

Remember back to those bygone days of the past and how simple fun could be?
Snow skiing, ice fishing and ice skating, to name a few. Venture back with us!
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This was painted by Roger A. Ward, Sr. after he visualized the skating rink as it was
described in RuthLGacldnat dBobeRgp&gse rMosunfdami 'y bought
Harryds Super-blathekpeedentednayUShome of Hogands Gener al Stor e.

Swooshing in MW!
By Jody Miller

Winter activities from my childhood in Manitowish
Waters were varied and
Lake Lenore Ski Hill wa
llg family at the corner of Highways 51 and W.
Amenities included a rope tow and a small warming
house. No fees were charged, but mothers contrib-
uted hot chocolate, cookies and doughnuts, while
fathers volunteered to keep the tow running and
help monitor the skiers. Ski equipment was basic:
leather shoe boots, wooden skis with bear  -trap

bindings, and wood and leather ski poles.
Continued on Page 3

The Joy of Ice Skating

By Ruth Gardner

In the winter, our baseball field was turned into a
di dn 6 fieldiofrslicloide byethe gemtterpen ef the Mahitowish
s c¢r e dvatersiFireé Departnert, a 1askshatgvas priefgrmed h e
by our parents before we had a fire department.
Students studying the three
the recess bell to ring. A mad dash to the cloak room
to put on our winter coats, hats and mittens, and
then out the door to head for the warming shed to
put on our skates. Just joyfully skating or a fast game
of Pom Pom Pullaway or Crack the Whip, we relished

our time on the ice.
Continued on Page 3

Inside: Photos from the January Jeopardy!
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A Word From Our President

2020 looks to be people on a part -time basis to archive our
another exciting year documents, using PastPerfect archival software.
for the Manitowish PastPerfect has an online component that allows
Waters Historical community members easy access to historic
Society. We are resources, and can be linked to our webpage.
expanding our events Importantly, as a result of our newly employed digital
and projects to further archiving approach, the rate of archiving and
preserve and share document preservation has grown exponentially. The
our communi t vy éffert ofthe MWHS to create a digital archive of a
history. The MWHS is 130+-year backlog of community documents is
an affiliated member among our highest priorities and will be a long -term
of the Wisconsin challenge.
Jim Bokern Historical Society and We are also continuing the tradition of gathering
enjoys the support of important historic information from our long -time
a large network of historical societies. Additionally, residents, and we have sponsored historic gatherings
the MWHS has 501(c)(3) status from the IRS and offers with select Manitowish Waters?é
members and supporters the same benefits as other events focus on capturing oral histories from commu-
nonprofit groups. nity members to further preserve our heritage.

In collaboration with North Lakeland Discovery Community outreach activities have become an
Center, the MWHS continues to offer a series of exciting tradition for the MWHS.  Collaborating with
pontoon tours, trips and events.  The popularity of the Chamber of Commerce, the MWHS continues
these tours has led our two organizations to fund raise the 0oHi storic Mysteries of Mani't
for a newer and slightly larger pontoon boat to allow using the popular Chamber After 5  venue on
more folks access to the great histories and natural September 16th at Ye Olde Shillelagh. This year, the
resources throughout our area. presentation will review Stone, Fawn, Dog, Dead Pike

The MWHS is also going to continue a recognition and Circle Lily lakes and mysteries. Our MWHS Fun
program of Manitowi sHhorWwany er s Bighh usedtateam Jaapardy format to allow up to
decades, several Mani towi sh ®Wagbkt speopbéedeaotanbawge Manit ow
chronicled our history and have made enormous questions. Attendees had a great time, and our Fun
contributions, preserving critical resources and Night will become an annual tradition. Many more
stories. We now celebrate these historians by presentations will be conducted at the Koller Library
formally recognizing their contributions and legacy as well.
annuallyas o Leaders of Hi st olhis ¢ Pr eRleaseygoaa httpso/wvwon.mwhistory.org/events/
event and a presentation on the history of the to discover times and dates for our special events.
Statehouse Youth Conservation Corp camp will take We look forward to seeing you in 2020!

place at the North Lakeland Discovery Center on

May 18th. _
Over the past year, the MWHS has employed two

MWHS Board Expanded!

Board of Directors

We are pleased to have  Nancy LaPorte and
Judi Schmidt -Arnold join the Board!

Jim Bokern President - jimkb@aol.com Janelle Kohl Board Member

John Hanson Vice President John McFarland Board Member
Nancy LaPorte Secretary JoAnn Miller Board Member
Barbara Bartling Treasurer Judi Schmidt -Arnold Board Member

Ruth Gardner Board Member
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Swooshing in MW! The Joy of Ice Skating
Continued from page 1 Continued from page 1
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0Skating parrangoutoothewgdkt ! 6
ends, and whole families would turn up at the
little schoolhouse. Someone would flip the
switch on the floodlight, and one of us would
grab an ice scoop, set at the perfect angle,
and zoom across the ice removing any fallen
snow. Someone would build a fire in the little
pot -belly stove inside the warming shed. People
appeared with large brown paper bags filled
with buttery popcorn, and atop the stove sat
huge kettles of hot cocoa. Skating is thirsty
business, thoughéat the cor
building, there was a pipe that when turned on
sent out the coldest, iciest water you ever
tasted!

My first pair of skates had double runners on
them. My parents carefully pushed me along
the side of the rink until I could maneuver on my
own. After many falls, | finally graduated to
single-bladed figure skates. | was now a grown -
| t s where most children in t "bo\ﬁ'?'fj cqulg\gh}rlﬁ\rgugd tf{eécevgltntpe'blg
and weekends were not complete without at kids!
least one day spent flying down the hill and then
trying to stay upright while being pulled uphill by
the noisy tow. Sometimes metal flying saucers
and wooden toboggans were included in the
mix, which made for some harrowing near
collisions!

Ice fishing was another family sport, and as
children, we thought it great fun to be driven
onto a frozen lake, scoop ice out of the holes,
watch for a red flag, yell oti
crazy to pull up a fish. The wooden ice shacks
were often quite cozy with wood stoves to keep
warm. Having a bonfire on the ice to roast hot
dogs and marshmallows was not unusual and
especially welcome when t

Other Activities from Days Gone By
By Ruth Gardner

Cake walks, dances, strawberry socials and come -
as-you -are parties. School events brought out the
whol e town, even i f you difdno
school. Christmas pageants, pancake suppers,
smelt fries. These were the social events of our little
town. At one point, our PTA was told by the state
that we had too much money in our account and
that it must be spent!
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Jeopardy!
And Fun Was Had By All

We held our second Fun Night and Jeopardy game at the MW

Community Center on Tuesday, January 28th. I f you co
make it and want to play our home version, you can click here:

https://www.mwhistory.org/about -us/jeopardy/.

And, hereds a hintéfuture Jeopardy games will use SO

same MW historical information as our first two game.
think of it as studying. Think of it as FUN!
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